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Aashish Kumar 



Associate Professor of Radio, Television and Film 

Aashish Kumar is a documentary filmmaker and social action scholar whose award-winning work 
turns a spotlight on issues such as emerging democracies, social stigmas, globalization, migration, 
civic engagement, and grassroots advocacy. 



“My work is driven by the belief that electronic media is a powerful tool in shaping and empowering 
communities - whether they are residing in high schools, colleges, or in neighborhoods, ” Kumar 
says. His commitment is evident not only as a teacher, but also as a director of several Hofstra film 
and media programs that benefit students and nonprofit organizations around Long Island and New 
York City. His own upcoming projects include a documentary that he worked on while a Fulbright 
scholar in India, slated for release this summer. 



P rofessor Kumar teaches undergraduate and graduate courses in documentary, advocacy videos, 

single and multi-camera production, digital post-production, and television studies. He is also 
graduate program director for the Master of Fine Arts in Documentary Studies and Production. 

His work is focused on engaging media production students in community advocacy issues. He 
teaches a senior capstone course known as Media Action Project, in which students partner with 
nonprofit organizations and learn how to use media to stimulate change in society. Since its 
inception, the program has successfully produced over 25 videos for community-based groups in the 
New York metro area. 




“My research and practice are closely aligned. Whether it is for documentary work, for advocacy 
films, or for social action through media, I use research towards the production of public media,” he 
says. “In the classroom, this translates into helping students understand their agency as media 
citizens and providing them with the intellectual tools and training necessary for participating in 
public media projects either in documentary form or through partnerships with community-based 
organizations. Since I am also a practitioner of these types of media projects, my teaching and 
student mentoring often borrows from my experiences and background in doing collaborative media 
work.” 



"My work is driven by the belief that electronic media is a powerful 
tool in shaping and empowering communities - whether they are 
residing in high schools , colleges , or in neighborhoods." 



Hofstra University's Aashish Kumar - Fulbright in Hyderabad, India 




"Whether it is for documentary work, for advocacy films, or for social 
action through media , I use research towards the production of public 
media. In the classroom, this translates into helping students 
understand their agency as media citizens and providing them with 
the intellectual tools and training necessary for participating in public 
media projects." 




Most recently, Kumar was also awarded a $25,000 grant 

(https://news.hofstra.edu/2014/02/07/prof-aashish-kumar-wins-qrant-for-communitv-media- 
project/) from the Long Island Community Foundation for a collaborative electronic media training 
project. The funding will allow Lawrence Herbert School of Communication students and faculty to 
work closely with Long Island nonprofits to provide capacity-building in electronic and social media 
initiatives. In addition to his work with college students, Kumar also co-directs Documenting 
Diversity (http://www.hofstra.edu/Academics/Colleges/SOC/soc docdiv.html) . Hofstra’s highly 
selective summer documentary filmmaking workshop for aspiring high-school filmmakers from Long 
Island and New York City. 

As a Fulbright scholar, he taught a course on documentary production to graduate students at the 
University of Hyderabad in Andhra Pradesh, India, and challenged the class tBi to complete an 
advocacy project for a local conservation cause. While in India, he also completed research on a 
documentary that follows the life of “reverse migrants” - Indian high-technology workers whose jobs 
were moved to India from the United States. “Software from the Hard Rocks,” slated for release this 
summer, explores how globalization transforms our sense of place and home, he says. 

Kumar has been recognized for several films championing grassroots advocacy, including “The 
Community I Serve,” which called for the humane treatment of those with mental illnesses by law 
enforcement. It won “ Best of Festival (http://beafestival2009.wordpress.com/faculty-video/) ” 
and the “Award of Excellence” at the 2009 Festival of Media Arts by the Broadcast Education 
Association, and honorable mention a the Columbus International Film and Video Festival. 

His 2002 documentary, “ Raising Our Voices (http://old.911diqitalarchive.org/video/) .” addressed 
hate-crime victims and has been screened at the Smithsonian Institute, the Dallas Asian-American 
Film Festival, and more than 200 academic institutions and community-based organizations. In 
2003, “Raising Our Voices” was added to the Library of Congress’s permanent collection of media 
related to the September 11 attacks on the World Trade Center. 

In addition, his scholarly work has appeared in the Journal of Film and Video and the Journal of 
Transnational Broadcasting (http://www.tbsiournal.com/Archives/Sprinq99/spr99.html) . 
among others. 

Currently he’s working on a web documentary titled “Making Kosovo,” which looks at the aspirations 
of average citizens in a country torn by violence, genocide, and internal corruption. 
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Hofstra Events 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2016 

International Scene Lecture Series: The Iraq War: A Veterans Perspective 
(http://events.hofstra.edu/?elD=16893) 

02:55 PM 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2016 

AFRICA: Sub-Saharan Diversity Exhibition Reception (http://events.hofstra.edu/?elD=16505) 

| more events | (http://events.hofstra.edu) 
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